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Education

Research Objective

My research explores how sustainable principles can be more fully incorporated into professional graphic design studios. The experiments and

projects that | undertake include both printed and digital pieces that educate the designers on the impact and importance of their work, as well as

media that both promote design work and actualizes sustainable principles in the final design strategy.

University of Texas
MFA May 2006 (Austin, TX)
Design and Social Responsibility

University of Michigan
BFA May 1998 (Ann Arbor, M)
Graphic/Industrial Design

Teaching Experience

Assistant Professor - University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign

08/06 - Present

- Classes taught: ARTF 103 Communications, ARTD 212 Typography,
ARTD 310 Intermediate Graphic Design, ARTD 310 Design
Methodology, ARTD 410 Advanced Graphic Design, ARTD 499 EDGE:
Ethics of a Designer in a Global Economy

Teaching Assistant - University of Texas Austin

01/05-05/06

- Adjunct Professor Beth Michaels, DES 350 Special Design Topics
- Lecturer Riley Triggs, DES 320 Deterritorializing Design

- Professor Dan Olsen, DES 341 Advanced Issues in Visual Syntax

Writing/Images in Print

Sherin, Aaris. A Graphic Designers Guide to Sustainable Design.
Gloucester, MA: Rockport Publishers, 2008. (This book about the topic of
green graphic design, by Aaris Sherin features an introductory look into beginning a more
socially equitable and environmentally responsible graphic design profession. My contribution
to the book was an “expert” section entitled “Best Practices to Design Sustainably”).

Blogs: Mad about Design, Maomao Publications, Barcelona,
December, 2007.

MacPhee, Josh. Reproduce and Revolt: A Graphic Toolbox for the
21st Century Activist, Soft Skull Press, New York, 2007.

Center for Creative Studies
1/97 - 5/97 (Detroit, MI)
Transportation Design

Conferences, Symposia and Lectures

2007 SECAC Annual Conference, “Wanted: An Ethical and Sustainable
Design Education,” October 17-20 2007, Charleston, WV. (Presentation)
FLUX: Design Education in a Changing World Conference, “Ideas for
Integrating Sustainability into Graphic Design Pedagogy,” October 3-5
2007, Capetown, South Africa. (Presentation, paper)

AIGA Intent Content Graphic Design Educator's Conference, “Ideas for

Integrating Sustainability into Graphic Design Pedagogy,” May 31,
June 1-2 2007, Nashville, TN. (Presentation, paper)

Publications Online

Benson, Eric “My Prescription for an Ethically Designed Future,”

AIGA Center for Sustainable Design, (2007).
(http://sustainability.aiga.org/discussion/2007,/03/my_prescription.cfm)

Benson, Eric “Why is Sustainability Important?” Design Can Change,
(2007). (http://www.designcanchange.org/#community/voices/sustainability/eric_benson)
Benson, Eric “The Green Festival Gives Graphic Designers Reason to
Celebrate” AIGA Center for Sustainable Design, (2007).

(http://sustainability.aiga.org/discussion/2007/04/the_green_festi_1.cfm#more)
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Professional Experience

Whole Foods - Sr. Contract Designer
08/05 - 12/05 (Austin, TX)

- Tested the feasibility of my thesis in the professional design world

- Designed print materials and packaging that adhered to the
principles of sustainability, including using vegetable inks, 100%
post-consumer paper and printers that relied on renewable energy

- Work appeared in stores (Texas, Kansas, Colorado and Louisiana)
during the 2005 holiday season

Dawson Duncan Communications — Sr. Designer
11/01 - 03/02 (Dallas, TX)

Worked with clients, including Guaranty Bank, to design print collateral
and advertising campaigns to effectively promote their business
image and their products.

= Professional Affiliations

AIGA
Center for Sustainable Design Task Force 08/06 - Present
CAA, UCDA, SECAC

= Exhibitions

“Sublime Climate,” The Cambridge School of Weston Gallery, Weston,
MA. (Design)- 10/20-12/20, 2007.

“Global Warming 2007”, Orange County Center for Contemporary Art,
Santa Ana, CA (Design)-9/1 -9/29, 2007.

“Reconnecting”, Slusser Gallery, Ann Arbor, Ml (Photography) - 7/07
“Other Heroes”, Jackson St. Gallery, Jackson, MS (Painting) - 4/07
“Subvertisements”, California St. Gallery, Northridge, CA (Design) - 3/07
“Tossed and Found”, Outside In Gallery, Portland, OR (Design) - 3/07
“MFA 2", Creative Research Lab, Austin, TX (Design) - 05/06

“Fever” Show, Creative Research Lab, Austin, TX (Design) - 07/05

“Four Day Weekend”, Fort Worth, TX (Paintings) - 09/04 - Present
“Summer Collective”, Gallery ArtSpace, Dallas, TX (Paintings) - 07/04
Atys Gallery, Ann Arbor, MI (Furniture) - 02/98

“Baggage Claim”, Slusser Gallery, Ann Arbor, Ml (Design) - 05/98
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Texas Instruments — Sr. Web Designer
03/02 - 08/04 (Dallas, TX)

- Continually updated the look and functionality of the Texas
Instruments education division website

- Integral improvements to both the usability and personality of the
site. Site improvements completed to aid in business and department
priorities as well as to attract educators to the site by assisting with
their daily lesson plans

- Additionally, created print advertising, exhibit graphics, & web movies

Razorfish — Sr. Web Designer
03/00 - 02/01 (Boston, MA)

- Designed intranet and internet projects for high-powered companies
including the Vanguard Group, Credit Suisse First Boston, and
Fidelity Investments

- Maintained and developed new client relationships utilizing skills
in project management, information architecture, and copywriting

* Awards/Honors
2007 Mission Sustainability Winner, Berlin, Germany
2007 United College Designers Association (UCDA) Silver Merit Award
2007 Travel Scholar Grant (5380, $2,380, $430)
2007 Research Board Grant ($3,635)
2007 FAA Grant Winner (5500, $500)
2006,/2007 Brodie Grant Winner ($500, $500)
2006 Foresight Design Initiative “Better Bag” Sustainable Design Winner
2005-2006 The Susan Vaughan Foundation Scholarship
2004-2005 University of Texas Deans Fellowship
2004-2005 Elizabeth McGoldrick Surginer Endowed Scholarship

1998 Palazzo Memorial Award Winner for Industrial Design



