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DanaRush
Curriculum Vitae

Fall 2007
Office: Home:
School of Art + Design 2402 Windward Blvd. #201
143 Art + Design Building, MC-590 Champaign, IL 61821 USA
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Mobile: 217.766.1970
Champaign, IL 61820 USA Office: 217.265.0455
danarush@uiuc.edu Fax: 217.244.7688

Educational Background

The University of lowa, lowa City, lowa, Doctor of Philosophy, African and African Diaspora
Art History, 1998.

The University of lowa, lowa City, lowa, Master of Arts, African Art History, 1992.
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, Bachelor of Arts, Art History, Journalism, 1989.
Employment History

Assistant Professor, School of Art and Design, Art History, University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, 2002-present.

Faculty Affiliate, Center for African Studies, Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2002-present.

Visiting Assistant Professor, History of Art, and Center for Afro-American and African Studies,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1999-2002.

Postdoctoral Fellow, Sainsbury Research Unit for the Arts of Africa, Oceania and Americas,
University of East Anglia, Norwich, England, 1999.

Doctora Thesis
O/odun Vortex: Accumulative Arts, Histories, and Religious Consciousnesses Along Coastal
BZnin.O Ph.D. dissertation, The University of lowa, lowa City, lowa, 1998.

Chaptersin Books

Preface to The Hole: Consumer Culture, graphic novel by John Jennings and Damien Duffy,
University of Chicago Press, 2008 (forthcoming).

Orhe Idea of @ndiaQin West African Vodun Art and Thought.Oln India in Africa, Africa in India:
Indian Ocean Cosmopolitanisms. Edited by John Hawley. Bloomington: Indiana University Press
2007. Field photo on book cover: Shiva/Rada bas-relief in Aneho, Togo (forthcoming).

“‘Syncretism’ or ‘Creativity’ in Vodun Art and Thought?” In Unpacking the New: Critical
Perspectives on Cultural Syncretization in Africa and Beyond. Edited by Magnus Echtler.
Munich: Lit Verlag, 2007 (forthcoming).

CBomewhere Under Dan@ Rainbow: Kossivi Ahiator@ @ndia SpiritsGin his Mami Wata
Pantheon.OIn Sacred Waters: The Many Faces of Mami Wata and Other Afro-Atlantic Water
Spirits. Edited by Henry John Drewal. Los Angeles: UCLA Fowler Museum, 2007 (forthcoming).
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Articlesin Journals )
Ondian Imagery in West African Vodun Art and Thought.OART AsiaPacific, |ssue 34,
April/May/June 2002, pp. 70-75.

GContemporary Vodun Arts of Ouidah, BZnin.OAfrican Arts, Winter, 2001, Volume XXXIV,
Number 4, pp. 32-47, 94-96.
http://www.jstor.org.proxy?2.library.uiuc.edu/view/00019933/ap060134/06a00070/0

CEternal Potential: Chromolithographsin Vodunland.OAfisican Arts, Winter 2000, Volume XXXII,
Number 4, pp. 60-75, 94-96. http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0001-
9933%28199924%2932%3A 4%3C60%3A EPCIV %3E2.0.CO%3B2-X

Book and Exhibition reviews
Book review of Vodou: Visions and Voices of Haiti by Phyllis Galembo, Ten Speed Press. In
African Arts Spring, Volume 39, Number 1, 2006.

Exhibition review of World in Motion: Gelede Puppets of the Anago Yoruba. AfrikaMuseum, Berg
en Dal, Netherlands. In African Arts Spring, Volume 35, Number 1, pp. 84-85, 2002

Book review of World in Motion: Gelede Puppets of Anago Yoruba by Hans Witte. Afrika Museum,
Berg en Dal, Netherlands. Afiican Arts Spring, Volume 35, Number 1, pp. 11, 92-93, 2002.

Book review of Palace Sculptures of Abomey: History Told on Walls by Francesa PiquZand Leslie
H. Rainer. The Getty Conservation Institute and the J. Paul Getty Museum. In Afiican Arts Autumn,
Volume XXXIV, Number 3, pp. 12-15, 2001.

Book review of African Art from the Han Coray Collection, 1916-1928, edited by Miklos Szalay. In
African Arts Spring, Volume 33, Number 1, pp. 15-16, 88, 2000.

Research Photography (published)
Field Photo of Cakatu by Porto-Novo artists, Calixte and Theodore Dakpogan, K passZzoume Sacred
Forest of Ouidah, BZnin in 4 History of Art in Afiica - 2nd edition, M. Visona, R. Poynor, H. Cole,
M. Harris, R. Abiodun, S. Blier, Prentice Hall, Fall 2007.

Field photo of Shiva/Rada bas-relief from Aneho, Togo chosen for cover of book India in Africa,
Africa in India: Indian Ocean Cosmopolitanisms. Edited by John Hawley. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press 2007 (forthcoming).

Two field photographs of Kongo-Cuban and Kongo-Brazilian icons from Havana, Cuba and
Pernambuco, Brazil published in Kongo Kingdom Art: From Ritual to Cutting Edge by Marc Leo
FAix, Congo Basin Art History Research Center, Brussels, Belgium, 2003.

Three field photographs of Sheik Amadou Bambaimagery from Cotonou, BZnin and LomZ, Togo
published in the 2004 Herskovits award-winning book, Saints in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban
Senegal, by Allen F. and Mary Nooter Roberts, Los Angeles: UCLA Fowler Museum, 2002.

Field photograph of ancestor shrine from Ouidah, BZnin on cover of exhibition catalog/book, Staffs
of Life: Rods, Scepters, and Wands from the Coudron Collection of African Art. Editor, Allen F.
Roberts, lowa City: University of lowa Museum of Art, 1994.

Research Video (on permanent display) 5
Five-minute video loop of Egungun masquerade performance from Ouidah, BZnin, on permanent
display in newly installed Africa Gallery at the Dallas Museum of Art. 2006.

Video work of masquerade performances from Ouidah, BZnin on permanent video loop for 10-year
exhibition, Intersections: World Arts/Local Lives, Fowler Museum of Cultural History, UCLA,
2006 - 2016.
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L ectures and Conference Presentations since 2000
"Making the Invisible Visiblein Vodun Art and Thought,Oin CFrontiers and Passages: Joint
Conference of the African Studies Association in Germany and the Swiss Society for African
Studies,OBasel, Germany and Freiberg, Switzerland. Forthcoming, May 14-17, 2008

Gnfinished Aestheticdin Vodun Art and Thought,014™ Arts Council of the African Studies
Association Triennial Symposium of African Art, University of Florida, Gainesville,
March 29, 2007.

"Transatlantica: Chromolithograph as Modern Crux" 31st Annual Caribbean Studies Association
Conference, Port of Spain, Trinidad. June 1, 2006.

An Remembrance of Slavery: Tchamba Vodun Spirits Along Coastal BZnin and Togo, 093
College Art Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. February 18, 2005.

QUNESCO's Role in the Development of Contemporary Artsin BZnin: How Curious?' 92" College
Art Association Annual Conference, February 20, 2004.

@yncretismOor QreativityGn Vodun Art and Thought,Ofor (Questioning the New: Explorationsin
Processes of Cultural Syncretization in Africaand Beyond,OHumanities Collaborative Research
Centre, Iwalewa Haus, University of Bayreuth, Germany. October 28-30, 2004.

Orransatlantic Y oruba: Let( Take a Ride on the Ashe/Acé/Aché/Axé BusOArts Council of African
Studies Association Triennial of African Art, Harvard University, Boston, MA. April 1, 2004.

Ovodun Vortex: Accumulative Art and Thought Along Coastal BZnin,Oin Orhe Powers that Be:
The Art of Devotion Lecture Series,Oat the Indianapolis Museum of Art. October 19, 2004.

GGlobal-Turned-Local: Indian Imagery in West African Vodun Art and Thought, OUCLA Fowler
Museum, Los Angeles California, April 12, 2003

Eternal Vodun: Strategic Creativity in Transatlantic Art and Thought, An Introduction.O
University of Amsterdam Fall Lecture Series, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, November 14, 2003.

Orhe Idea of Gndia in West African Markets and Vodun Practice,OAfrican Studies Association 46™
Annual Meeting, sponsored by West African Research Association. Boston, MA, October 31, 2003.

Q.ot Bo Dlo: Transatlantic Erzuli,ONova Southeastern University, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, June 7, 2003.

Negotiating @ndiaOn West African Vodun Art and PoliticsOCentennial American Anthropological
Association Meetings, New Orleans, LA, November 23, 2002.

(Proto-Meta Diaspora: Vodun Arts and Religions Along Coastal BZnin,OArts Council of the
African Studies Association Triennial Conference. St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, April 25-29, 2001.

(Beyond the Globe: Time, Space, and the Odealof Indiain West African Vodun Art and Thought,O
88" College Art Association Annual Conference. New Y ork, February 23-26, 2000.

O/odun Vortex: Centuries of @ ccumulation®in the Vodun Arts of Coastal BZnin,Oin CArt of the
Continents L ecture Series.OUniversity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. March 9, 2000.

Editorships of Journals
Consulting editor, Afiican Arts, James S. Coleman African Studies Center, UCLA, 2007-present.
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Exhibitions Curated.
Mermaids, Serpents, and Action Heroes: Ghanaian Hand-painted Movie Posters from the
Collection of Ernie Wolfe, 111, Parkland Art Gallery, January 9 BFebruary 9, 2006.

(Re-Presenting African Art: One Continent / Many Worlds.OReinstallation of permanent Africa
Gallery in the Krannert Art Museum. Exhibition was co-curated by seminar students in 2003-4.
Opened 9/19.

@Bon Coiffure: Hair Signs from West Africa. OKrannert Art Museum Featured Works Gallery.
January-March, 2004.

"African Art of Dual Worlds." University of Michigan Museum of Art, Ann Arbor. Exhibition was
co-curated by seminar studentsin 2000. Show ran from 5/01-9/03.

Courses
Arthi 114: Introduction to African Art
LAS 199/Afst 555 Global Africa: Accra, Ghana and Ouidah, BZnin, Study Abroad Course
Arthi 312/Afst 312: Central African Art
Arthi 313/Afst 313: Modern and Contemporary African Art
Arthi 413/Afst 421: Sacred African Diaspora Arts
Arthi 411/Afst 411 Art + Life in Benin: the Modern, the Sacred and the Performative study abroad
Arthi 510/Afst 509: Seminar in African Art
Arth 291/391: Special Topics
QAfrican Art in the Museum: Problems of Presentation and RepresentationO
OA Saint in the Museum: Sufi Arts at the KrannertO
Arthi 491/492 and 591/592: Graduate Independent Study
Arthi 599 Thesis Research
Odyssey Course: Africain the Americas

Professional Associations
AAA (American Anthropological Association), ASA (African Studies Association), ACASA
(Arts Council of the African Studies Association), CAA (College Art Association), MAHS
(Midwest Art History Society), WARA (West African Research Association

Fieldwork Locales
Belgium, Bénin, Brazil, Ethiopia, Haiti, Ghana, Mexico, Togo, Zanzibar.

References
Professor Allen F. Roberts, Department of World Art and Cultures
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA (allenr@ucla.edu) 310.470.7705

Dr. Mary Nooter Roberts, Fowler Museum of Cultural History,
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA (proberts@arts.ucla.edu) 310.825.9025

Professor David O’Brien, Chair of Art History, University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. (obrienl @uiuc.edu) 217.333.7102

Professor Donald J. Cosentino, Department of World Art and Cultures,
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA (cosentin@humnet.ucla.edu) 210.206.1498

Professor Robert Farris Thompson, History of Art, Yale University,
New Haven, CY 06510 (robert.thompson@yale.edu) 203.432.0770




